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The secret Life of Plants 

and its sequel 

The Secrets of the Soil 

by Peter Tompkins and Christopher Bird
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Not just plants.

• the aura


• psychophysics


• the orgone


• radionics,


• kirlian photography


• magnetism/magnetotropism


• bioelectricity


• dowsing


• the history of science
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50th Anniversary of The secret Life of Plants 



Background
1928 - 1996

• Bachelors degree in Biology, Harvard


• languages, translator from Russian to English


• Rand 


• CIA


• Studies in Anthropology, University of Hawaii


• Vietnam
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Wilhelm Reich (1897-1957)
Collaborator of Freud, Biophysics in 1930, discovered orgone
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Marcel Vogel (1917-1991)
Senior researcher, IBM, California

At first he rejected Backter’s concept of 
communication between plants and humans.


Decided to duplicate Backster’s experiments, using 
philodendrons,  discovering  vital force within 
plants, animals and humans.


Crystal technology and Consciousness
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Dr. Royal Raymond Rife (1888 -1971)
Technological contribution in the fields of
• optics


• bio-electronic medicine


• radiochemistry


• biochemistry


• ballistics


• aviation
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Film and album, 1979
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Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
1978

11
4th Mediterranean Plant Conservation Week. Valencia, Spain. October, 2023. Aurelio Penya, Doina Bird



•  the science and metaphysics of soil, sustainable 
agriculture, water and the environment 

• the inherent life force in all plants, stones, soil, water 
and air, weed importance 

• our relationship with the soil is vitally important to our 
future 

• compost, earthworms, seeds, Sonic Bloom 

• sound, radionics, magnetic rock dust, free energy
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As long as one eats food from unhealthy 
soils, the spirit will lack the resistance to 
free itself from the prison of the body.  —
Rudolf Steiner
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Gaston Naessens (1924-2018)
Somatoscope,  the somatid, 714X
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plants are more complex than we thought
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Photograph: Alessandro Moggi

Development of a concept
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Conclusions
"At the heart of science lies discovery which involves a change 
in worldview. Discovery in science is possible only in societies 
which accord their citizens the freedom to pursue the truth 
where it may lead and which therefore have respect for 
different paths to that truth.” 

-John Polanyi, Canadian Nobel Chemistry prize winner, 
McGill University graduation speech, Montreal, Canada, 
1990 
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New Yorker Magazine

• life force in all organisms


• communication synergies


• silencing the truth for avarice


